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Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary 
circumstances,  health  and  vital  statistics  of  your  Borough  for  the 
year  1952. 

The  principal  achievement  of  the  year  in  the  field  of  health 
was  the  very  successful  visit  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit.  A  total 
of  2,020  persons  were  examined  and  five  previously  undiagnosed  active 
cases,  as  v/ell  as  eight  inactive  cases,  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
were  found.  In  addition  a  number  of  other  chest  conditions 
requiring  attention  were  found,  and,  equally  important,  many  hundreds 
of  people  came  away  with  the  assurance  that,  insofar  as  can  be  Judged 
from  X-ray  of  the  chest,  they  were  quite  fit. 

Two  undesirable  trends  in  vital  statistics  occurred.  The 
birthrate  fell  to  a  figure  below  that  for  the  country  as  a  whole, 
and  the  death  rate  rose  still  further  above  the  national  rate. 

There  v/as  less  infectious  disease  than  usual,  decreases 
occurring  in  the  number  of  cases  notified  as  compared  with  1951  for 
almost  all  diseases. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

Section  47.  Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need 
of  care  and  attention. 


The  provisions  of  this  Section  are  "for  the  purposes  of 
securing  the  necessary  care  and  attention  for  persons  who  are 
suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease  or,  being  aged,  infirm  or 
physically  incapacitated  are  living  in  insanitary  conditions ,  and  are 
unable  to  devote  to  themselves  and  are  not  receiving  from  other 
persons,  proper  care  and  attention". 
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National  Assistance  Act?  1948#  Cont’d. 


The  simple  truth  is  often  overlooked,  that  there  is  no  place 
like  home.  Home  is  what  you  are  used  to,  however  humble  it  may  be. 
An  old  person  has  little  else  than  memories  to  live  for  and  these 
are  nearly  all  associated  with  home. 

The  greater  the  physical  disabilities  of  an  old  person,  the 
more  is  this  true.  If  they  cannot  get  about  they  have  around  them 
those  things  which,  and  those  people  who,  interest  them  most.  If 
they  are  blind  they  know  their  way  about  by  the  familiar  objects 
whose  feel  they  have  come  to  know. 

I  can  see  no  justification  for  trying  to  fit  the  elderly 
against  their  will  into  new  and  unfamiliar,  albeit  more  hygienic, 
surroundings  even  if,  which  is  doubtful,  their  lives  might  be 
prolonged  a  little  thereby. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949»  Regulation  20. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  this  Regulation. 


Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks. 

One  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified,  the  causal  agent  was 
not  identified. 
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General  Statistics 


Area  in  acres 

Population  (estimated  at  mid-year  by 

Registrar  General) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  at  31st  December,  1952  .. 
Rateable  value,  at  31st  December,  1952 
Product  of  1d.  Rate 


7,096 

4,555 
1,385 
..  £23,071 

.  .  £.  92 


Medical  Statistics. 
Births 


Live  births 
Stillbirths 


Male 

29 

0 


Female 

36 

1 


Total. 

65 

1 


Population  a t  raid-year,  births,  birthrate,  stillbirths,  stillbirth 

rates,  during  the  past  five  years. 


— 

1948. 

— 

1949. 

fl,  ■■  ...1  1 

1 950. 

— 

1951 . 

r" . - 

1952. 

Population  , . 

4,378. 

4,388. 

4,385. 

4,456. 

4,555. 

Births  (total) 

82. 

69 . 

72. 

80. 

65 . 

Birthrate 

per  1  ,000  of  population 

18,7 

15.7 

16.4 

17.9 

14.3 

_ 

Stillbirths 

3- 

0. 

0. 

2. 

. 

1  . 

Stillbirth  rate 

per  1  ,000  of  population 

0. 68 

0. 

0. 

0.45 

0.22 

_ 

”per  1 ,000  total  births 

35.3 

0. 

0. 

24.4 

15.2 

Deaths. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

All  ages 

29 

38 

67 

Infants  under  1  year 

2 

1 

3 

Causes  of  Death  of  Infants  under  1  Year. 

Cause 

Ma  1  e 

Female 

Total 

Prematurity 

1 

1 

2 

Tuberculoi  s  meningitis 

1 

0 

1 

2 

1 

3 

■< 

.»• 

•  it 
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Population  at  mid-year,  deaths?  deathrate >  infant  deaths  and  infant 

mortality  rate j  during  the  past  five  years. 


1948. 

1949. 

1  950. 

1 951 . 

1952. 

Population 

4,378 

4,588. 

4,385. 

4^456. 

4,555. 

Deaths 

62. 

62  , 

54. 

: - - 1 

! 

a^ 

rv) 

• 

67. 

Deathrate 

per  1,000  of  population 

14.2 

14.2 

— 1 

1 

1 

fV) 

• 

13.9 

14.7 

Infant  Deaths 

3. 

4. 

0. 

1  . 

3. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 
per  1  ,000  live  births 

36.6 

58.0 

0. 

12.3 

46.1 

Deaths  from  certain  selected  causes  during  the  past  five  years. 


Cause . 

1  948. 

1949. 

1950. 

1951  . 

1952. 

Tuberculosis 

2. 

1  . 

3. 

1  . 

1  . 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 

2. 

2. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Other  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  . . 

_ _ 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

Motor  vehicle  and  other 
accidents 

1  . 

^ . 

1  . 

5. 

5. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and 
abortion 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0  &.T1  OOIT  ••  ••  ••  ••  •• 

11.  12. 

1 

1 

p 

^  • 

p 

13. 
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Deaths  According  to  Ages,  (compiled  from  returns  submitted  by 

the  District  Registrar.) 


Age 

Group . 

I 

Male 

Female 

. 

Total 

Under  I 

year 

•  • 

•  • 

2. 

1  . 

3. 

I  and  under  5 

•  • 

•  • 

0. 

0. 

0. 

5  " 

'•  10 

•  • 

•  • 

0. 

0. 

0. 

10  " 

”  20 

•  • 

•  • 

0. 

'0. 

0. 

20  " 

"  30 

•  • 

•  • 

0. 

1 . 

1 . 

30  " 

"  40 

•  • 

•  • 

0. 

0. 

0. 

40  " 

"  50 

•  • 

•  • 

2. 

1 . 

3. 

I 

j 

i 

I 

:  Ui 

I  o 

i 

! 

cr> 

o  I 

i 

I  I 

,  I 

! 

•  • 

•  • 

3. 

2. 

5. 

60  ” 

"  70 

•  • 

•  • 

8. 

9. 

17. 

I  ' 

i 

o 

i 

oo 

O 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

9. 

10. 

19. 

I 

o 

00 

o 

o^ 

•  • 

«  • 

3. 

1  1  . 

14. 

90  and  over 

•  • 

•  • 

2. 

3. 

5. 

Totals 

•  • 

•  • 

29 . 

t 

1 

. 

00 

; 

i 

j 

i 

1 

1 

• 

VD 

i 

i 

t 

i 

1 _ — 

Causes  of  Death  at  Ages  above  1  year  and  below  30» 


Age  Group. 

' 

Cause 

Male 

Female 

Total. 

20  to  30 

Disseminated  sclerosis 

0. 

1  . 

1  . 

40  to  50 

Heart  Disease 

1  . 

0. 

1  . 

Suicide 

1  . 

0. 

1  . 

Osteoclastoma 

0. 

1  . 

.. 

1  . 

- - - 
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Deaths  from  all  causes.  (Registrar  General's  short  list) 


List 

No. 

Cause.  Male 

— 

Female 

Total . 

1  . 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

22. 

Tuberculosis,  other. 

1  . 

0. 

1 . 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

4. 

Diphtheria. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

5. 

Whooping  cough. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

6 . 

Meningococcal  infections. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

0. 

0. 

0. 

8. 

Me  asle  s . 

0. 

0. 

0. 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

.  0 . 

0. 

0. 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach. 

1 . 

1 . 

2. 

1 1  . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast. 

0. 

3. 

3. 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

14. 

Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms. 

1 . 

7. 

8. 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaeraia. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

1  6. 

Diabetes. 

1 . 

0. 

1  . 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 

4. 

5. 

9. 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina. 

5. 

5- 

10. 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease. 

4. 

i 

*  • 

5. 

20. 

Other  heart  disease. 

2. 

6 . 

8. 

21  . 

Other  circulatory  disease. 

0. 

1  . 

1  . 

22. 

Influenza. 

0. 

0 . 

0. 

23. 

Pheumonia 

0. 

1  . 

1  . 

24. 

Bronchitis . 

2. 

3- 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. 

1  . 

0. 

1 . 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis. 

0. 

1 . 

1 . 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

31  . 

Congenital  malformations. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

32. 

Other  defined  &  ill-defined  diseases. 

2. 

4. 

6 . 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

34. 

All  other  accidents. 

3. 

2. 

5. 

35. 

Suicide . 

2. 

0. 

2. 

56. 

Homicide  &  operations  of  war. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

All  causes. 

29. 

• 

00 

67 
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The  following  table  compares  birthrates,  deathrates,  etc.,  in  this 

District  with  those  of  England  and  Wale s  and  of  the  Administrat i ve 

County  of  Norfolk  in  1932. 


- - — — . 

;  England 

and  ViTales. 

Norfolk 

The tf ord 

M.B. 

Birthrate 

- - 

15.3 

15.0 

14.3 

Stillbirth  rate 

per  1 ,000  of  population  . . 

0.35 

0.29 

0.22 

Deathrate 

11.3 

11.3 

14.7 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 
per  1,000  live  births 

27.6 

28.2 

46.1 

Tuberculosis  deathrate 

per  1,000  of  population  .. 

0.24 

0.13 

0.22 

Tuberculosis  case  rate 

per  1,000  of  population  .. 

- 

0.83 

1  .32 

Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  past  five  years. 


Disease. 

— 

1948. 

1949. 

1950. 

1951  . 

r 

1952. 

Tuberculosis,  all  sites 

— 

3- 

6. 

i 

1 1  . 

7- 

6. 

'  Cerebro-spinal  fever  ..  .. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

!"■  . 

1  . 

1  . 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

3. 

1 . 

2- 

0. 

1- 

. 

Whooping  cough  . 

61  . 

1  6 . 

68. 

52. 

2 . 

Erysipelas  . 

1  . 

2. 

2. 

2. 

0. 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  , . 

0. 

0. 

0. 

1  . 

0. 

Dysentery  . 

1  . 

0. 

2. 

3. 

0. 

Measles  . 

189. 

3. 

150. 

46. 

13. 

Poliomyelitis  . 

0. 

0. 

4. 

0. 

0. 

Encephalitis  . 

0. 

0. 

0. 

1  . 

0. 

Pneumonia  . 

6. 

OJ 

[ 

6 . 

18. 

9. 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

1  . 

0. 

1  . 

0. 

0. 

Food  poisoning  . 

0. 

1 . 

0. 

2. 

1 . 

Infectious  jaundice 

0. 

i 

3. 

5. 

1  . 

1 . 
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Infectious  Diseases  notified  in  1932>  by  ap:es. 


Disease 

Under 

1  yr . 

1-5 

— 

5-1  0 

1  0- 
15 

15- 

25 

25- 

t5 

45- 

65 

_ 

Over 

65 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  all  sites 



1  . 

0. 

0. 

0. 

1 

2. 

2. 

0. 

6 . 

Meningit is 

.  . 

0. 

1 . 

0 . 

0. 

0. 

. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

. . . .  . 

1. 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

. . •’~"l 

♦  • 

_ 

0 . 

0. 

'  • 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

1 . 

Whooping  cough 

•  • 

0. 

2. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

-  • 

_ _  .. 

Meas le  s 

.. 

0. 

5. 

5. 

3. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

13. 

Pneumonia 

•  • 

0 

VJ. 

0. 

0. 

. . . . . 

0. 

0. 

3. 

1 . 

R 

■  • 

C 

✓  ^ 

Food  poisoning 

•  . 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

1  . 

i 

0. 

0. 

1  . 

1  . 

Jaundice,  infectious 

•  • 

0. 

0. 

■  n 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

^  • 

0. 

In fectious  Diseases  notified  in  1 952 j  by  month  of  n o t if icat ion . 


Disease , 

— 

J  an, 

.  Feb , 

,  Mar 

.Apr 

May 

J  une 

— 

1 — 1 

I 

_  • .  J 

Aug. 

Sept , 

Oc 

— 

,  N  0  V , 

I 

.Bsc.'Tooc.l, 

I 

Tuberculosis 
all  sites 

0. 

1  . 

0, 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

r 

0. 

0. 

1  . 

3. 

6. 

Meningitis  .  . 

1  . 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0, 

0. 

0. 

L  J 

1  . 

Scarlet  fever  .  , 

0. 

0. 

.  . 

0. 

0. 

0. 

1  . 

0. 

.  ... 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0 . 

0., 

1  . 

V/hooping  cough 

0. 

1 . 

0. 

1  . 

0. 

0. 

.  .. 

0 . 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0 

• 

Measles 

1  . 

0. 

0. 

4. 

■■ 

0. 

0. 

1  . 

0. 

j  CM 

L 

c . 

4. 

1  3  ^ 

Pneumonia 

0. 

■ 

0. 

3. 

1  . 

1 . 

, 

0. 

0. 

0. 

^  • 

. 

1  . 

5- 

Pood  poisoning 

0. 

0. 

1 . 

0. 

0 . 

0. 

0. 

0 . 

0. 

. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

r  -  -  — 

-1 

1  • 

Infectious 

Jaundice  . . 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

1 . 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

0, 

1  « 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis 

Register  at  31st  December,  1932  compared  with  31st  Decemher,  193'^ 


— 

. 

Respiratory 

Male  Female  Total. 

Non -Respiratory 

Male  Female  Total 

Grand 
Total . 

31.12.51 . 

10.  7.  17. 

6 .  6 .  12. 

i 

• 

i 

! 

31  .12.52. 

9.  12.  21. 

_ 

5 .  6 .  11. 

32. 

_ 

I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee,  and  my  colleagues  on  the  staff,  for  their 
continued  support  and  help  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ROBERT  N.C.  McCURDY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


for  the  Year  1932« 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  is  derived  from  a  deep  well  into  chalk 
within  the  district  boundary.  The  supply  has  remained  satisfactory 
both  in  quality  and  quantity  throughout  the  year. 

Practically  all  the  houses  within  the  district  have  a  piped 


water  supply,  either  direct  into 
of  the  house. 


the  house  or  to  within  the  curtilage 


Water  samples  were  taken 
year  and  submitted  to  the  Public 
Bacteriological  examination.  A 
is  given  as  an  appendix. 


at  regular  intervals  throughout  the 

Analyst  for  both  Chemical  and 

copy  of  the  Chemical  Analysis  Report 


In  addition  to  the  above  twelve  samples  were  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  for  Bacteriological  examination 
only  and  the  results  showed  that  the  water  supply  to  the  town  was 
bact eriologically  of  a  highly  satisfactory  standard. 

The  undermentioned  extension  to  the  water  mains  was  laid 
during  the  year:- 

Appr oxinat e ly  500  yards  of  3  inch  main  off  the  existing 
3  inch  main  in  Castle  Street  across  Melford  Common  to  serve 
houses  in  Creen  Lane.  This  v/ork  v^ras  found  necessary  after 
the  development  of  Green  Lane  by  private  builders  when  the 
existing  service  was  found  to  be  inadequate  to  serve  all  the 
houses  in  the  Lane. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

During  the  year  under  review  v/-ork  has  been  proceeding  on  the 
provision  of  a  general  sewerage  scheme  and  pumping  stations  for  the 
Borough.  These  works  have  been  completed  and  every  property  in  the 
town  area  now  has  a  sewer  available  to  which  it  may  be  connected. 

As  and  when  there  was  a  new  soil  v/ater  sewer  available 
properties  within  the  re-connection  scheme  under  the  main  contract  - 
i.e.,  properties  having  cesspools  from  which  there  existed  an 
overflow  through  filters  to  a  surface  water  sev/er  -  were  re-connected. 
163  such  re-connections  were  effected. 

In  the  Gravitation  Area,  which  embraces  Station  Road,  Croxton 
Road,  part  Norv/ich  Road,  Vicarage  Road,  part  Grove  Lane,  part  Earls 
Street  and  New  Road,  108  properties  were  connected  under  the  Closet 
Conversion  Contract  N0.I, 


A  survey  of  closet  accommodation  was  commenced  in  the  Closet 
Conversion  Scheme,  St.  Nicholas  Street  Area. 
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Closet  Accommodation 


The  changes  during  the  year  were  as  follows 


1 . 

ii . 
iii  . 
iV. 


Addition  of  18  water  closets  for  new  houses 
Conversion  of  59  pails  to  water  closets. 
Conversion  of  49  vaults  to  water  closets. 

4  vaults  to  pail  closets. 


These  alterations  now  give  totals  of  608  water  closets, 
638  pails  and  253  vaults  v^rithin  the  Borough. 


Conservancy . 

A  weekly  Night  Soil  Collection  and  disposal  has  been  carried 
out  as  in  previous  years  from  every  premise  having  a  pail  closet. 
Means  of  disposal  was  to  farm  land  and/or  to  small  pits  on  a  site 
ov/ned  by  the  Council  outside  the  town.  In  addition  81  cesspools 
and  116  vaults  were  emptied. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  collection  of  refuse  is  carried  out  on  a  weekly  basis  and 
covers  the  whole  area  except  for  approximately  12  properties  which, 
because  of  their  extreme  isolation  from  the  collection  routes, 
cannot  be  accommodated.  The  collection  is  direct  from  the  houses 
and  where  possible  rear  collections  are  made.  The  type  of  vehicle 
used  is  a  side  loading,  rear  tipping,  7  cubic  yard  Fordson  manned  by 
a  Driver-loader  and  3  loaders. 

Provision  is  made  for  the  collection  of  Trade  Refuse  at  a  fixed 
quarterly  charge  which  varies  with  the  number  of  bins  collected  from 
each  premise. 

The  means  of  disposal  of  refuse  is  by  semi-controlled  layer 
tipping  at  a  disused  chalk  pit  outside  the  town  area  -  one  member 
of  the  vehicle  crew  carries  out  ttp  maintenance  2^  days  per  week. 

Regular  inspections  of  the  tip  vrere  made  and  periodic  treatments 
v;ere  carried  out  by  the  rodent  operator. 

The  salvage  collected  during  the  year  amounted  to : 

9  tons  11  cwts.  Mixed  Waste. 

1  ton  10  cwts.  Cardboard. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 


The  following  table  summarises  the  inspections  made  during  the 
year  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector: - 


Description . 

Inspe  ctions 

i 

Informal 

Notices. 

No. 

Abated . 

Drainage  of  Premises  .  , 

«  • 

•  * 

117. 

31  . 

31  . 

Survey  of  house  drainage  for 
connections  to  new  sewer 

•  • 

125. 

39 

re 

39. 

General  Nuisances 

•  • 

•  • 

187. 

provision  of 
new  closet  \ 
accommodation . 

95.  i  91. 

Housing  Defects  , . 

•  • 

•  0 

67. 

24. 

23. 

Infectious  Diseases 

•  • 

•  • 

9. 

4. 

disinfections . 

Rats  and  Mice 

•  • 

•  • 

407. 

2. 

2. 

Dangerous  Buildings 

•  • 

•  * 

16. 

4. 

4. 

Verminous  and  filthy  premises 

10. 

5. 

5. 

Housing  Investigations 

«  • 

•  • 

18 

3. 

disinfestations 

i 

Factories 

•  • 

•  • 

1 1  6. 

17. 

1  6. 

Bakehouses  . . 

•  ♦ 

•  • 

17. 

4 . 

4. 

Butchers  Shops 

•  • 

•  • 

26. 

3. 

3. 

Food  Shops  and  Premises 

•  • 

•  • 

74. 

9. 

9. 

Restaurants  and  Cafes 

•  • 

•  • 

43. 

4. 

4. 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

•  • 

•  • 

26. 

5. 

1  5. 

Ice-Cream  Premises  .  . 

•  • 

•  • 

47. 

- 

1  - 

Dairies 

•  • 

•  • 

7. 

- 

j 

I 

Market  Stalls 

•  • 

•  • 

58. 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Shops 

•  • 

•  • 

41  . 

j  ^ 

j 

i 

Complaints  received  and  recorded  -  117. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  Council  employ  one  man  on  a  part  time  basis  for  Rodent 
Control . 

The  undermentioned  inspections  and  course  of  treatments  have 
been  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act 
which  states  that  -  ”It  will  be  the  duty  of  every  Local  Authority  to 
take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  as  far  as  is  practicable 
that  their  district  is  kept  free  from  Rats  and  Mice”: 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1 94-9  >  Gont^d. 


Type  of  Property. 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling- 

Houses 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

All  other 
( Including 
Business  & 
Industrial 

Total. 

No, of  properties 
inspected  as  a 
result  (a)  of 
notification  or  (b) 

(a) 

39. 

46 . 

survey  or  otherv/ise. 

(b) 

20 

254 

1  1  . 

76. 

361  . 

No. of  properties 
found  to  be  infested 

Major 

2 

- 

2. 

by  rats. 

No. of  properties 

Minor 

7 

56 . 

13. 

76. 

treated  by  Local 
Authority . 

No . of  notices 
served  under  Section 

9. 

56. 

12. 

77. 

k : 

Structural  Works 
(i.e.  Proofing). 

2. 

2. 

Note:  The  above  figures  in  each  case  relate  to  the  number  of 

nr opert ie s  inspected  and  not  to  the  number  of  inspections, 
infestations  or  treatments  at  each  property. 


FOOD  INSPECTION. 


(  ^  )  Milk  Sn T^ply  . 

Milk  Distribution  has  been  satisfactory  and  the  two  dairies 
situate  in  the  district  have  maintained  a  high  standard  of  cleanliness. 
Regular  inspections  of  all  vehicles  used  in  the  area  for  the 
distribution  of  milk  have  been  made  to  ensure  that  cleanliness  is 
observed  by  personnel  to  prevent  contamination  of  milk  in  transit. 


( ii )  Meat  and  other  Foods. 


A  considerable  quantity  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods  were 
examined  during  the  year  resulting  in  the  follov/ing  list  of  foods 
being  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumpt ion : - 


Tomat 0  Puree 

eat  ..  ..  . 

Offal  . 

Canned  Ham 

Bacon 

Lard 

Various  tinned  foods 


15,744  lbs. 
503  lbs. 
14  lbs. 
34  lbs. 

1 8  lbs . 

1 1  lbs . 
136  tins . 


There  is  no  Ministry  of  Pood  Slaughterhouse  in  the  district 
but  onf'  sl?^ ughterhouse  is  used  for  the  slaughter  of  pigs  under  licence 
for  home  consumption.  Post  mortem  examinations  were  carried  out  on 
14  pigs. 
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Food  Premises 


There  are  six  premises  registered  in  accordance  with  Section  14 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  manufacture  of  prepared  and 
prese  rved  foods  and  they  have  been  periodically  inspected  throughout 
the  year.  Informal  action  was  taken  or  advice  given  in  respect  of 
contraventions  of  the  requirements  of  Section  13  of  the  Act.  A 
good  standard  of  cleanliness  has  been  achieved  and  maintained. 

Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  food  preparing  premises 
and  premises  where  food  is  offered  for  sale  i.e. ,  Cafes,  Restaurants, 
Bakehouses,  Butchers,  Fried  Pish  and  Pood  shops.  Around  240  visits 
were  paid  to  these  premises  and  where  necessary  advice  was  given  and 
letters  have  been  sent  requesting  works  of  repair  or  improvements  in 
the  general  facilities  in  relation  to  Section  13  of  the  Pood  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938.  The  Byelaws  for  securing  the  observance  of 
Sanitary  and  Cleanly  Conditions  and  Practices  in  connection  with 
the  Handling,  Y/rapping  and  Delivery  of  Pood  and  Sale  of  Pood  in  the 
open  air,  made  by  the  Council  under  Section  13  of  the  Act  have  given 
added  powers  to  ensure  that  the-  public  are  offered  a  clean  article 
of  food. 


Ice -Cream. 


There  are  fourteen  premises  registered  in 
Section  14  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for 
Ice-Cream.  In  all  cases  the  ice-cream  is  sold 


accordance  with 
the  sale  only  of 
as  wrapped. 


Tv/enty-four  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  Bacteriological  examination  and  the  reports  received 
showed  the  samples  to  be  graded  as  follows: - 

Grade  I  ..  ..  ..  ..  18. 

Grade  II  . .  . .  . .  . .  4. 

Grade  III  . .  . .  . .  2 . 


of 
t  o 
the 
the 


In  the  case 
storage  and  dis 
the  Retailers. 
Laboratory  the 
top  two  grades 


of  the  two  samples  returned  as  Grade  III  the 
tribution  were  carefully  examined  and  advice 
When  further  repeat  samples  were  submitted 
results  showed  that  the  ice-cream  had  moved 


methods 
given 
t  o 

up  to 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948. 
Part  I  of  the  Act. 


Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


i 

I 

I 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises.  ! 

Inspe  c - 
t  i  ons 

' 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 
Pros  e  out  e  d . 

(i)  Factories  in  v/hich  i 

Sections  1,2, 3^4  and  6  I 
are  to  be  enforced  by  ■ 
the  Local  Authority.  j 

4. 

17. 

5. 

“ 

I 

(ii)  Factories  not  | 

included  in  ( 1 )  in  i 

which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  j 

Authority.  1 

1 

32. 

6  6 

i 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  l 
which  Section  7  is  \ 

enforced  by  the  Local  ; 
Authority.  j 

1 

1 

6  Housing- 
sites.  ! 

1  31  . 

1  site  of: 
e  n  g  i  n  e  e  r  in  g 
c  ons  t  rue  -i 
t ion .  j 

- 

TOTALS.  ^ 

43. 

114. 

17. 

- 

2.  Cases  in  v/hich  defects  were  found. 


i 

iNumber  of  Cases  in  v/hich 
1  were  found. 

.  Defects 

No. of  cases 
■  in  v/hich 

i 

I 

Particulars. 

J 

'  1 

1  1 

Found^ 

1 

I 

1 

t 

Remedied ' 

i 

1  Re  f erre  d 

1  to  H.M. 
Inspector 

1 

1  Referred 
by  H.M. 

■  Inspector 

iPro  se  cut  ions 

1  were 

'  Instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (  S  .  1  ), 

8  ^ 

'  7 

1 

1 

1 

j 

1 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

i  “ 

1  ~ 

Unreasonable  temperature  ' 

Z'  Q  Z  ! 

\  ^  ^  •  ••  ••  i 

-  ! 
i 

— 

‘  ; 

1 

1  1 

;  I 

i  ^ 

[ 

1 

[  ^ 

1  1 

!  ' 

\ 

'  ! 

i  * 

1 

Inadequate  ventilation  ! 

••  ••  •• 

1 

1 

j 

\ 

1  ' 

J  j 

‘  -  i 

i 

”  i 

1 

-  1 

t 

^  — 

Ineffective  drainage  of  j 
floors  ( S . 6)  . .  i 

\ 

! 

1 

:  1 

“  i 

1  ■ 

1  ; 

:  i 

i 

-  i 

!  f 

Sanitary  offences  against' 
t  he  Ac t  (  S . 7 )  .  .  1 

7.i 

6.  1 

!  i 

:  i 

! 

{ 

i 

Other  offences  against  j 

the  Act  .  .  .  .  j 

i 

24.1 

21  .  1 
» 

1 

1 

j 

! 

- 

TOTALS  i 

i 

39.^ 

34.  i 

i 

» 

1 . 

- 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant , 

R.C.R.  ROBINSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector, 
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APPENDIX . 


Lincolne  Sutton  &  Wood, 

Analytical  and  Consulting  Chemists, 
Clarence  House, 

6.  Clarence  Road, 

N  orwi ch . 

26th  February,  1952. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  ANALYSIS  OF  WATER. 

Sample  received  from:  Sanitary  Inspector,  Thetford. 

Marked:  Public  Supply  -  tap  in  Corporation  Yard. 

Appearance  when  received:  Clear. 

Colour.  Nil..  ..  ,,  (A.P.H.A)  Units.  Odour:  Nil, 

( Hazen ) 

Reaction:  Slightly  alkaline.  pH.  7.6  Taste:  Nil. 


RESULTS  OF  CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  IN  PARTS  PER  MILLION. 


Aramoniacal  nitrogen: 

trace 

Albuminoid  nitrogen: 

0.02 

Nitrate  nitrogen: 

7.6 

Nitrite  nitrogen: 

Nil. 

Chlorine  as  chlorides: 

23.0 

Oxygen  absorbed 
(4  hr. ,27°G.  )  .  . 

Nil. 

Hardness  as  CaC03 : 

Total:  288  =  20^  Clark. 

Carbonate  (temporary)  192 
Non-carbonate  (permanent)  96 
Alkalinity  as  CaC03 :  1 99 

Free  Carbon  dioxide:  14.0 

Total  solids  (at  180^0)  337 

Metals  in  solution  -  Iron:  O.OI5 
Total  iron:  0.02 


BACTERIOLOCICAL  RESULTS. 

Number  of  colonies  developing  per  ml.  in  48  hours  at  37^0;  1. 

Presumptive  coliform  organisms:  Absent  in  100  ml. 

B.  Coli:  Absent. 


OPINION, 

The  analysis  of  this  water  has  changed  very  little  since 
January,  195“^•  Once  again  it  is  found  to  be  of  very  good  organic 
and  bacteriological  quality,  and  free  from  any  sign  of  pollution. 
The  hardness  is  moderate  for  the  area  and  the  reaction  of  the  water 
is  safely  on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality.  There  is  a  trace  of 
iron  present,  even  less  than  was  found  last  year,  which  is  of  no 
consequence,  and  other  metals  are  absent.  The  water  is  bright  and 
clear,  has  a  palatable  taste,  and  is  very  suitable  for  drinking  and 
general  purposes. 


signed:  ERIC  C.  WOOD. 

for  LINCOLNE  SUTTON  AND  WOOD. 
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21st  July,  1952. 


CERTIFICATE  OF  ANALYSIS  OF 


WATER . 


Marked : 
Appearance 
Colour:  Pr 

Reaction : 


Well 

at  Railway 

Cottage 

s  , 

Two 

Mile 

Bottom, 

Thet  f ord . 

when 

received: 

Slight 

deposit 

of 

silt,  otherwise 

clear . 

.  N 

il 

(A.P.H. 

A) 

Unit 

s  . 

Odour : 

Satis 

3f actory 

(  Hazen 

-  ) 

SI 

ightly  alkaline 

pH 

:  7. 

6 

Taste : 

Satisfactory 

RESULTS  OF  CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  IN  PARTS  PER  MILLION. 


Ammoniacal  nitrogen:  ,03 

AlLuminoid  nitrogen:  .06 

Nitrate  nitrogen:  6.8 

Nitrite  nitrogen:  Nil 

Chlorine  as  chlorides:  46 

Oxygen  absorbed: 

(4  hr.  ,27^0)  . .  .  .  .63 


Hardness  as  CaC03: 

Total:  340  =  24*^  Clark. 

Carbonate  (temporary)  240 

Non-carbonate  (permanent)  100 

Alkalinity  as  CaCO^ :  240 

Free  carbon  dioxide:  "1  3  •  5 

Total  Solids  (at  180°C)  515 

Metals  in  solution:  Nil. 


OPINION. 


This  water  is  of  good  organic  quality  and  fre 
of  serious  pollution.  It  is  safely  on  the  alkaline 
and  would  not  be  expected  to  have  any  solvent  action 
is  a  hard  water,  the  greater  proportion  of  the  hardne 
disolved  chalk.  Metals  are  absent.  This  water  is 
odour  and  taste  and  quite  fit  for  drinking  purposes. 


e 

from  any  s 

ign 

si 

de  of  neut 

rality 

on 

metals . 

It 

3  s 

being  due 

to 

of 

sat isf act 

ory 

signed:  ERIC  C.  WOOD. 

for  LINCOLNE  SUTTON  AND  WOOD. 
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